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Second Sunday of the Month: Haiti Sunday 

OLMC Missions to Haiti: Part 2 
 

Over the almost 20 years since OLMC has twinned with St. Antoine parish in Haiti, we have organized ten medical 

missions, three eye clinics, and one dental clinic. The town of Ti Riv has changed in that time, and our mission 

teams have adjusted to their needs. Our first medical teams converted the church and courtyard into a temporary 

clinic, bringing all needed medical supplies and medications. The vast majority of the Haitians at that time had no 

access to medical care, relying instead on Voodoo doctors and home remedies. These first mission teams consisted 

of several physicians, physician assistants or nurse practitioners, nurses, and pharmacists. Nonmedical team 

members also played a vital role in organizing and maintaining order and supporting the medical personnel. 400-

600 people on average were served each day. Chronic conditions such as diabetes or more serious illnesses were 

referred to the closest hospital several hours drive away. 

In 2008 a Tennessee-based NGO built a modern health care facility in the town, staffing it with medical school-

trained Haitian physicians and nurses. We are grateful that now the parish no longer relies on our one-week medical 

trips but can receive ongoing treatment. We have stayed in close contact with the new Visitation Clinic. In 2013 we 

learned that the clinic had acquired new dental equipment which was not being used. OLMC organized a dental 

mission team to provide first-ever dental care to our Haitian brothers and sisters. In addition to the hundreds of 

people we treated, we also helped train permanent Haitian staff to run the equipment and helped the clinic hire a 

dentist from Port-au-Prince. 

After the clinic was built, our medical mission teams looked elsewhere to support our Haitian brothers and sisters 

traveling to a Haitian immigrant community in the Dominican Republic, as well as several trips to an orphanage in 

Port-au-Prince.   

We noticed our Haitian brothers and sisters had no access to eye care, so we partnered with the Lions Club to fill 

this need. Three eye clinic mission teams traveled to Ti Riv in 2009, 2012, and 2016. The Lion’s Club provided 

the equipment and personnel for exams and the eyeglasses. OLMC provided support personnel for eyeglass 

selection and fitting. Approximately 2,500 people in five days received eye care and eyeglasses during these missions. 

We hope and pray that someday soon, it will be safe to travel to the town of Ti Riv and spend time with the people 

of our twinned parish. 

Next month: Non-medical and youth mission teams 

 

Give to our Haiti Fund online! bit.ly/olmc-give 

 

 


